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LEGAL ACTIVITIES OF THE MEDIA
AND THE AUTHORITIES OF KAZAKHSTAN

In Kazakhstan, used legally approved methods support the media, aimed
at creating a favorable economic environment for the implementation of the
media its public benefit mission, freedom of expression and the media.

Among the first laws of the sovereign Kazakhstan was the Law "On
Press and Other Mass Media" of 1991, the novelty and democratic norms
which served as a powerful factor in the rapid development of the Kazakh
press, as well as the 1999 Law "On mass media" in which working
representatives of international organizations, the media, non-governmental
organizations, This law prohibits censorship and interference in the work of
media organizations by state officials, is aimed al protecting the rights of
journalists. It reveal more detail the history of the media legislation.

For a basis of deputies of the Supreme Soviet of the Kazakh Soviet
Union was taken by the USSR Law "On Press and Other Mass Media" [1],
which is adopted June 12, 1990 the Supreme Soviet of the USSR and entered
into force on 1 August of the same year. It is reference point in the modern
history of the legislation on the media, and the law of the Kazakh SSR "On
Press and Other Mass Media" is the first regulatory legal act of the Republic of
Kazakhstan guarantees freedom of speech, the right of citizens and their
associations for the establishment and release of the media; provides for
liability for abuse of the freedom of speech; determining the legal status of the
media and journalists, Journalists working in the time of action of the first Law
of the Kazakh SSR "On Press and Other Mass Media", noted that they felt
under the legal protection of the law, which guaranteed them a free and
unfettered access to an open and public information; provide them with
appropriate rights and obligations [2].

The current law of the Republic of Kazakhstan "On mass media" [3] was
adopted on July 23, 1999. He it was replaced by the current 1991 Law of the
Kazakh SSR "On the Press and Other Mass Media". [4] We can not say that the
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1999 law, was a completely new conceptual view on the legal regulation of the
media. In fact, the law "On mass media" — is bad and roughy cdited by the Law
"On Press and Other Mass Media." However, "the founder of the media" was
replaced by "media owners" who "exerciseo the right of ownership, use and
disposal of the media”. In addition to the owner of the media in the text of the
law "On mass media" and other members designated by the relations: editors,
chief editor (editor), journalist, publisher and distributor of media. But the same
law makes Received the most disen franchised party relationship: the maximum
liability — at least the professional independence of the editorial staff from the
owner. Apart from the norm that "the relationship between the owner and the
editors are governed by statute and the contract" in the law "On mass media”
there is nothing that would establish a clear framework of the relationship in
the media between the parties. Professional status of journalists under the
current law is very low even in comparison with the status of a journalist on the
Law of the Kazakh SSR "On Press and Other Mass Media", null and void. With

very limited opportunities for access 1o information and the very limited rights

of journalists assigned severe, in some cases unjustified responsibility for their

activities. The state does not consider the Journalist a person performing a
public duty to inform the public. Therefore, it does not guarantee a journalist in
connection with the exercise of their professional activitics, the protection of
his honor, dignity, health, life and property as a person who performs a public
duty and pursues socially useful purposes,

In April 2007, the Majilis has begun work on the draft law "On mass
media", developed by non-profit organizations in the field of media. The draft
law at the time was considered and conceptually approved by the National
Commission for Democracy and Civil Society, twice on the initiative ol the
Congress of Journalists of Kazakhstan subjected to the examination of
international organizations,

The state intends to continue to work in terms of creating the necessary
conditions for the activities of the subjects of media space, the modern
international standards. To this end, in the Republic of the Concept of
development of competitiveness of the information space.

According to some experts, the information market of Kazakhstan among
the countries of Central Asia is developing most rapidly. Develop mechanisms
to ensure that the real independence of the media, especially from the owner.
Kazakhstan beginning to address the issue of the development of a mechanism
to ensure the equilibrium of media freedom and their responsibility to society.
Also on the agenda is the question of democratic control levers to strengthen
the media.

Kazakhstan's achievements in terms of economic growth and political
modernization in the years of independence recognized by most of the
international community. High rates of economic growth, rich resource base, a
solid power potential, formed layer of the middle class, human capital
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public opinion through the media. Of course, fully this purpose — to prevent the
manipulation of public opinion through the media to be solved only by

legislative means impossible that, however, does nol mean that the task of

improving the legislation in this area has lost its importance for the democratic
development of society [6].

Of particular relevance, this problem becomes, in modern times, on the
eve of the election of deputies of the Parliament, and the subscquent campaign
for the presidential elections. During these periods, before the workers of mass
media gets triple task: to illuminate the elections in accordance with the
settings of the founder (editor) not transgressing in this framework of the law
and without losing trust of the reader.

Director General of the Institute for Human Communication Professor
Joseph  Dzyaloshinsky identifies three possible technologies of media
participation in elections:

I. Informative technology — providing a variety of information about the
candidates, the presentation of the spectrum of opinions on a wide range of
issues. This is the most balanced and fair position, but at the same time the least
frequently used. This is due to the following reasons: First: it is not very
favorable from a financial point of view; secondly, often reflects the position of
the journalist demands of its founder, that in the conditions of modern Kazakh
media field does not contribute to the objectivity of the information supplied.

2. Problematize technology - helps to open the internal problems of the
society and present their policies for evaluation. The advantage: it gives the
public the opportunity to see the candidate.

3. Mythologized, or addicted to technology — revolves around (he names,
scandals, revelations. It tends to her journalism, that it is dangerous to society [6].

As a truly free and financially independent media in Kazakhstan is now
virtually no, the upcoming clection will be a serious challenge to the media:
they have to withstand the pressure of the administrative, judicial claims,
various financial temptation. As far as the subjects of Kazakh media field can
overcome these trials and it does not £0 beyond the legal field, given that the
activities of the media, as the main intermediary between the candidates and the
clectorate is subjected to during the elections have a number of limitations,

Kazakh legislation imposes restrictions on the prices of cther only state
television channels. Commercial channels are only obliged to provide
information on the amount and terms of payment for the airtime to clection
commissions,

The main problem, however, is the fact that in practice, the Kazakh media
standard unbiased presentation of the material does not have strong traditions. A

serious problem was the practice of the so-called "black PR" that incvitably raiscs
questions before lawmakers on countermeasures. However, the latter tends to be
stiffer than the similar rules in the legal systems of Western countrics, which
inevitably highlights the need for their more careful balancing,
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